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Who is the Chemical Industry ? 

Chemical  

industry 
Consumer 

e.g. hygiene, low temperature 

 washing,  paints 

Consumer 
e.g. cars, IT, solar 

Consumer 
e.g. pharmaceuticals, crop 

protection 

Other industry 

sectors 

Related industry 

sectors 



Chemical industry 

 ï innovation characteristics 

Å Intense global competition; EU still in lead 

 

ÅHigh investments (i.e. scale up); longer product cycles 

 

ÅEU strength is network of big and SME`s (i.e. proximity) 

 

Å Innovation less on chemicals , more on materials and 

solutions 

 

Å Innovation both in manufacturing and in products 



Whatôs at stake? 



 

 



What to do ! 



Innovation Type 1 

Innovation driver and enabler through research 

 example: touchscreens 

Polymerfilm (e.g. PET) 

  ITO (Indium-Zinnoxide) 
Silver Polymer 

Polymere adhesive 



Key message 1 

There are 2 x 2 types of innovation approaches 

All crucial for the future of EU society and have 

to be part of innovation policies  

 

ÅResearch driven (i.e. nanomaterials) 

ÅSystems integration (i.e. use what you have  : materials, 

systems, ICT) 

 

ÅSocietal need driven (i.e. energy, water use) 

ÅTechnology driven (i.e. key enabling technologies) 



Research Development Pre ï competitive areas 

Innovation success + speed to market = Competitiveness for EU society 

 

Å  FP7 Research 

   funding 

 

Å  Research    

   clusters 

 

Å  Creating 

   new ideas 

 

Å Chemistry is 

  Of  value 

Conclusions of EU High Level Group on the Competitiveness 

of the European Chemical Industry (2009) 

Innovation ?  
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Å applied research 

Å education 

Innovation ? 



Research Development Pre ï competitive 

areas 
Innovation success + speed to market = Competitiveness for EU society 

 

Å  FP7 Research 

   funding 

 

Å  Research    

   clusters 

 

Å  Creating 

   new ideas 

 

Å Chemistry is 

  Of  value 

Conclusions of EU High Level Group on the Competitiveness of the European Chemical 

Industry (2009)  

ï new role for public-private partnerships and EU Technology Platforms 

Å Maturity of 

solutions 

ÅConfidence 

ÅProcurement 

ÅTime to market 

ÅTrade policies 

ÅState aid 
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Å Shortage of  skilled 

 human resources 

ÅInnovation is  

Investment 

ÅRisk taking by public    

sector 

ÅPatchwork 

of policies and  

regulations 

ÅRisk capital 

ÅValue chain 

  cooperation   

  (i.e. IPR) 



Examples and learnings ! 




